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Why Should I Go to Church?  
 
There are lots of reasons to 
go to church. It is the place 
where we hear and learn 
God’s Word. It is the place 
where we are spiritually 
nourished and strengthened 
and enjoy Christian 
fellowship. It is where we 
join fellow members of the 
body of Christ in singing 
praise and thanksgiving to 
God and giving Him our 
offerings. 
 
However, the most 
important reason to go to 
church is to receive 
forgiveness. We do not go to 
church because we are so 
good. We don’t go to church 
to make God happy with us 
or earn His good pleasure. 
We need to go to church 
because we are sinful and we 
continually need forgiveness. 

If church was simply about 
praising God and giving Him 
thanks, it could be done 
anywhere. Praising God is 
done just as easily on the 
golf course as in church. 
Thanking God is done just as 
easily at home around the 
supper table as in church 
around the altar. 
 
However, in the Divine 
Service, God is present in a 
way He is nowhere else. 
Nowhere else does Jesus give 
us His own body and blood 
to eat and drink for the 
forgiveness of sins. Nowhere 
else do we gather with the 
angels and archangels and all 
our loved ones who have 
died in the faith and are now 
in heaven. In the Divine 
Service God serves man (thus 
the name “Divine Service”). 
The Divine Service is where 
God’s Word is heard and 

During the Season of Pentecost, we commemorate the sending of the 
Holy Spirit and His work among us. The Holy Spirit is given through the 
Word and sacraments as through instruments. This will be the topic of 
the article entitled “Why Should I Go to Church?” and also important 

for the article on Bible class. Also in this issue are reports from 
Vacation Bible School and Trinity’s 120th anniversary service. 
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faith is created and 
sustained. Faith comes from 
hearing (Rom. 10:17). If you 
don’t hear God’s Word, you 
cannot have faith. If you 
neglect God’s Word, your 
faith will not be sustained. 
The idea that everyone has 
faith apart from hearing 
God’s Word just because 
their name is in the church 
directory is utterly wrong! 
 
Faith desires nothing more 
than to hear God’s Word and 
receive His forgiveness. Faith 
desires nothing more than to 
receive the body and blood 
of Jesus for the forgiveness 
of sins. Faith comes from 
hearing the Word of God and 
nowhere else. Faith is 
sustained by the Word of 
God and nothing else. Even 
Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper would be nothing 
more than water and bread 
and wine without the Word 
of God. 
 
Only the Word of God, the 
Gospel, has the power to 
save (Rom. 1:16). There is no 
other way to be saved than 
the Gospel. Faith is created 

by hearing that Jesus died on 
the cross for your sins. Faith 
is created by hearing that 
your sins are forgiven. Faith 
is sustained and nourished 
by continuously hearing the 
Gospel and receiving 
forgiveness through Jesus’ 
body and blood. 
 
That is why you should go to 
church – to hear God’s Word 
and receive forgiveness. 

 
If you are unable to go to 
church, let the pastor know, 
and he will bring the Divine 
Service to you. He will bring 
the same Word of God to 
you that creates and sustains 
faith. He will give you the 
same body and blood of 
Jesus that strengthens you 
and preserves you in the 
faith to life everlasting. 
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Vacation Bible School 
 
Vacation Bible School this 
summer at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Neudorf and Zion 
Lutheran Church in Melville 
sought to teach and develop 
children rather than merely 
entertain. The Bible lessons 
all pointed to Jesus and His 
victory over sin, death, and 
the grave, as well as how we 
personally receive the 
benefits of His victory 
through the Word, Baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper. 
Instead of empty and 
repetitive silly songs, the 
children learned good 

Lutheran hymnody. In 
Melville we even had the 
treat of a violin and brass 
instruments accompanying 
our singing as the children 
memorized one hymn in its 
entirety and learned several 
others. 
 
Opening and closing 
devotions included a 
Scripture memory verse of 
the day, hymns, Psalms, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the 
Apostles' Creed. The children 
thus joined the saints of all 
time in their prayers and 
worship. 
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Rowdy boys vying for the 
pastor’s attention. 

 
The church cannot replace 
parents teaching at home 
and setting the example of 
regularly receiving the gifts 
of God in the Divine Service, 
but the church does 
supplement such teaching as 
well as support the parents 
in their role. Learning to sit 
and listen in church cannot 
be taught by any way 
except… sitting and listening 
in church. We had our 
openings and closings in the 
nave for this very purpose, 
and taught and encouraged 
the younger children in using 

the hymnals and following 
along. 
 

In addition to learning, the 
children also made crafts, 
played games, and 
participated in activities 
which were an integral part 
of the enjoyment of VBS. 
Neudorf Ninja Warrior 
appeared to be the favourite 
activity in Neudorf and 
various water activities were 
great for cooling down 
during the hot summer days. 
The sprinkler system in 
Melville may have been 
turned on at just the right 
time during an outdoor 
activity to provide a surprise 
cool-down! 

Taking a quick break from sand 
art to pose for a photo. 
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Trinity’s 120th Anniversary 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Neudorf, Saskatchewan 
celebrated her 120th 
anniversary on August 21, 
2016. Guest preacher, 
Lutheran Church-Canada 
President Robert Bugbee, 
preached a sermon on the 
Gospel lesson for the day 
found in Luke 13 entitled 
“Mind Your Own Business.” 

President Bugbee sharing warm 
words after the service. 
 

Instead of worrying about 
how many or few people will 
be saved and how fair or 
unfair we think this might be, 
Jesus instructs us to “strive 

to enter through the narrow 
door.” Mind your own 
business, not God’s business. 
This is not a mere matter of a 
connection to a 
congregation, eating and 
drinking in Jesus’ presence, 
or hearing His teaching. It is a 
matter of trust in Jesus for 
salvation. This trust is the gift 
of God to you because Christ 
has opened the door of 
eternal life for you through 
His death on the cross. 
Baptized into Christ, His 
death is your death, so His 
life is your life. 
An anniversary is a time of 
reflection on the past, 
present, and future of a 
congregation. It is easy to get 
dismayed at the present and 
fearful of the future when 
we reflect on a supposed 
“golden age” back in the day 
when the Sunday schools 
were full, confirmation 
classes were booming, and 
the pews were packed on 
Sunday mornings. We know 
that it is God who calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian 
Church on earth (SC II.3). It is 
His work, not ours, and He 
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does this when and where it 
pleases Him (AC V). 
 

Little ones enjoying their grilled 
food outside. 

 
After the service, Pastor 
Bugbee told those gathered 
how the Holy Spirit is calling, 
gathering, and enlightening 
at a congregation in 
Germany in surprising and 
unpredictable ways by calling 
great numbers of Muslims to 
faith through His Word. 
What is important for all of 
us to remember is that even 
if our numbers do not 
increase, even if our Sunday 
school remains small and 
humble (or non-existent), 
even if grey hairs outnumber 
other colours, God is still at 
work among us through His 
means of grace. Heaven 
comes to earth in the Divine 
Service whether there are 

many or few to celebrate 
with the angels, archangels, 
and all the company of 
heaven. The true body and 
blood of Jesus are distributed 
for the forgiveness of sins 
even if there are few mouths 
to receive. God calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies us. 
We don’t need to mind God’s 

120-year-old candleholders 
used for the anniversary service 
which were acquired by a trade 
for a bag of onions back in 
1896. 
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business. Let us mind our 
own business and strive to 
enter through the narrow 
door by ensuring that we 
ourselves are receiving these 
gifts of God and being 
strengthened in faith, 
whether there are many or 
few others. 
 

 
Congregational president, 
Richard Schweitzer, shares 
letters of congratulations 
from previous pastors. 
 
Trinity is the third-oldest 
congregation in the Central 
District of Lutheran Church-
Canada, being founded in 
1886. 

Bible Class 
 
Bible class at Zion in Melville 
continues on Mondays at 
7:00 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome as we study the 
Gospel According to Saint 
Luke. 
 
Why should you attend Bible 
class? Luther puts it like this: 
“Let me tell you this. Even 
though you know the Word 
perfectly and have already 
mastered everything, still 
you are daily in the dominion 
of the devil, who ceases 
neither day nor night in 
seeking to take you 
unawares and to kindle in 
your heart unbelief and 
wicked thoughts against all 
the commandments. 
Therefore you must always 
have God's Word in your 
heart, upon your lips, and in 
your ears. But where the 
heart is idle, and the Word 
does not sound, the devil 
breaks in and has done the 
damage before we are 
aware. On the other hand, 
the Word is so effective that 
whenever it is seriously 
contemplated, heard, and 
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Giving Back to God 
 
Remembering the church in your 
will is one way of thanking God 
for all the blessings He has 
poured out upon you during 
your lifetime. It is also a way you 
can faithfully provide resources 
to continue the spreading of the 
Gospel locally and around the 
world. 
 
If you would like to support the 
preaching of the Gospel in your 
will, whether by leaving a gift to 
your congregation, to our 
seminaries, or missions, and 
would like advice on how best to 
set it up, contact David Friesen 
from Lutheran Foundation 
Canada. 
 

 
 
David Friesen 
800-588-4226 x2225 (office)      
204-791-9949 (cell) 
dfriesen@lutheranfoundation.ca          
www.lutheranfoundation.ca 
 
 

used, it is bound never to be 
without fruit, but always 
awakens new understanding, 
pleasure, and devoutness, 
and produces a pure heart 
and pure thoughts. For these 
words are not inoperative or 
dead, but creative, living 
words. Even if no other 
benefit or need drove us to 
the Word, yet everyone 
should be motivated by the 
realization that through the 
Word the devil is cast out 
and put to flight, this 
commandment (the Third 
Commandment) is fulfilled, 
and God is more pleased 
than by any hypocrisy, 
however brilliant.” 

 
 
 

mailto:dfriesen@lutheranfoundation.ca
http://www.lutheranfoundation.ca/
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Things Jesus Never Said: 
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O Faithful God, Thanks Be to Thee 
By Nikolaus Selnecker (tr. Composite) 

 
 

1. O faithful God, thanks be to Thee 
Who dost forgive iniquity. 

Thou grantest help in sin’s distress, 
And soul and body dost Thou bless. 

2. Thy servant’s mouth declares to me: 
“Thy sins are all forgiven thee. 

Depart in peace, but sin no more 
And e’er My pard’ning grace adore.” 

3. O Lord, we bless Thy gracious heart, 
For Thou Thyself dost heal our smart 

Through Christ our Savior’s precious blood, 
Which for the sake of sinners flowed. 

4. Give us Thy Spirit, peace afford 
Now and forever, gracious Lord. 
Thy Word and holy Sacrament 

Preserve to us unto the end. 

 

 

A hymn for Confession and Absolution by Nikolaus Selnecker, a 
German pastor and one of the authors of the Formula of Concord 
in the Lutheran Confessions. Source: The Lutheran Hymnal, 
1941, No. 321, alt. 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Bible Class: Monday nights at 7 p.m. at Zion in Melville. We 
will continue going through the Gospel according 
to Saint Luke. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW 
WEEKNIGHT! 

 
LCC Restructuring: Representatives from the Commission on 

Constitutional Matters and Structure will be giving a 
presentation on their proposed new structure of our 
church body in Fort Qu’Appelle at Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church on Thursday September the 29th at 
1:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend to ask 
questions and give their feedback on the proposed 
structure. 

 
Pastor’s Conference: Pastor will be away October 17-19 for a Pastor’s 

Conference in Winnipeg. In case of pastoral 
emergencies, he will still be available on his cell 
phone. 

 
Reformation Service: The circuit Reformation Service will be hosted by 

Emmanuel Lutheran in Southey this year. The 
service will be on Sunday, October 30 at 4:30 
p.m. 

 
Advent Services: Yes, it is only September, but time flies, so it’s 

good to look ahead. Midweek Advent services 
will be held Wednesdays at Zion starting on 
November 30 at 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 
Trinity starting on December 1 at 7:00 p.m.  

 


